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SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 629 

1 . PARAONE REFTEL REPORTED DETENTION OF VICE CONSUL 
RICHARD MARTIN BY BUENOS AIRES POLICE. THIS DETENTION 
ENTAILED BOTH ROUGH TREATMENT AND SEIZURE OF DIPLOMATIC 
IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT. EMBASSY CITED SUCH TREATMENT AS 
APPARENT VIOLATION OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY OF MARTIN. 

2. DEPARTMENT FULLY CONCURS IN EMBASSY CONCLUSION THAT 
SUCH TREATMENT OF MR. MARTIN CONSTITUTES GROSS VIOLATION OF 
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. UNDER ARTICLE 31 OF THE VIENNA CON- 
VENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, WHICH IS IN FORCE BETWEEN 
THE US AND ARGENTINA. A DIPLOMATIC AGENT ENJOYS FULL IM- 
MUNITY FROM CRIMINAL JURISDICTION OF THE RECEIVING STATE. 
FURTHER, UNDER ARTICLE 29 OF THE CONVENTION, THE PERSON OF 

A DIPLOMATIC AGENT IS INVIOLABLE AND HE IS NOT LIABLE TO 
ANY FORM OF ARREST OR DETENTION. THE LATTER ARTICLE 
FURTHER REQUIRES THE RECEIVING STATE TO TREAT A DIPLOMATIC 
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PREVENT ANY ATTACK ON HIS PERSON, FREEDOM OR DIGNITY." IT 

APPEARS FROM THE EMBASSY REPORT THAT THE BUENOS AIRES 
POLICE NOT ONLY FAILED TO LIVE UP TO THEIR OBLIGATION TO 
TREAT MR. MARTIN WITH APPROPRIATE RESPECT BUT ALSO 
VIOLATED HIS DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY BY TAKING HIM INTO CUS- 
TODY AND BY DETAINING HIM NOTWITHSTANDING HIS PROOF OF 
DIPLOMATIC STATUS. 

3. IF EMBASSY DOES NOT RECEIVE SATISFACTORY RESPONSE FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED TO USE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN THIS CABLE AS BASIS FOR STRONGLY WORDED PRO- 
TEST TO THE MINISTRY. KISSINGER 
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